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Abstract:

The objective of this study is to explore and analyze the main
intellectual and religious trends and tendencies in the writings of Albanian
Ulema in their dealing with Qur’anic studies, in the modern time, in the
Balkan Peninsula. In conducting this study, the researcher has utilized
inductive, historical, critical, and analytical methodologies. The Albanian
lands in the Balkan Peninsula were governed by the Islamic Ottoman
Empire for almost five centuries. This study has uncovered the political,
social, and religious situation in the Albanian lands before, during, and after
the fall of the Ottoman Empire. Historically, to some extent and despite the
conflicts and clashes, Albanians were able to show to the world a very good
sample of peace, and harmony among themselves, as a multi-religious and
multi-ethnic society. The attention and the engagement of the Albanian
Ulema with the Qur’anic sciences have been tremendous since the spread of
Islam, and have to be taken into consideration. Despite the tough and
serious political, economic and religious challenges in the Val apd Y.
centuries, they were not distracted from conducting their learning and
teaching affairs. As a result of very close contacts and relations with
different ideologies, cultures, and civilizations within the Ottoman mixed
ethnicity and in the middle-east, the researcher based on different sources
was able to identify and discover some major ideological and religious
orientations, in their contemporary Qur’anic studies and exegesis, among
them was: the reformist religious approach, in the writings of Sheikh Hafiz
Ali Korca, the famous Albanian scholar and thinker. The results and
conclusions of this study are to be taken into consideration. Sheikh Hafiz
Ali Korca was influenced by the ideas and principles of the reformist
religious approach in dealing with Quranic studies. The study has shown
also that the current and modern historical sources of Albania are deviated
almost completely and not to be trusted at all because they failed to show to
the Albanian people a real picture of Islam. They also failed to understand
the great role and positive impact of Islam on their lives which was
manifested by the Islamic Ottoman Empire. Therefore, there is an urgent
need and an immediate task for rewriting Albanian history to have a better
understanding of Islam, which used to be prohibited, denied, and rejected by
the communist socialist leaders for many decades in the Albanian lands.
Key words: Hafiz Ali Korca, Reformist religious approach, Albanian
scholars, Quran Interpretation, Balkans.
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