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Abstract

This study examines the doctrinal issue of preference (comparative
merit) among the noble angels and between angels and human beings
through an analytical study of the relevant prophetic traditions (hadiths) and
the theological implications derived therefrom. It also addresses several
related doctrinal questions encompassed within these narrations.

Since belief in the noble angels constitutes one of the six pillars of
faith, a sound creed necessitates affirming all that is authentically
established regarding them in the revealed texts. The study demonstrates
that angels differ among themselves in rank and status, occupying varying
degrees and levels. It further argues that the question of preference between
angels and human beings is a nuanced theological issue that cannot be
addressed in absolute terms, but rather requires careful differentiation in
light of the textual evidence.

The study concludes by emphasizing the importance of adhering to
the methodology of Ahl al-Sunnah wa al-Jama‘ah in engaging with such
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issues, through a balanced approach that avoids both excess and negligence.
It also recommends giving greater scholarly attention to the doctrine of
belief in angels due to its profound role in strengthening faith in the unseen.
Keywords: angels, infallibility, gates of heaven, differentiation.
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