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Abstract:

"The Interpretation of Quranic Verses Relating to Islamic Rulings’ :
Chapters, "The Prohibition of Unlawful Killing and Fornication' found
in Surah al-Furgan, and 'Purifying the Garments From Impurities’
found in Surah al-Muddath-thir*

Authored by Al-Mawardi in his book 'Al-Nukat wal-'Uyun
Since this is intended for publication in an academic journal, | have
translated it into formal academic English rather than a literal word-for-
word rendering. | also used standard terminology common in Islamic studies
(e.g., legal verses of the Qur'an, Qur'anic exegesis, abrogation, occasions of

revelation).

This study examines the methodology of Imam al-Mawardi (d. ¢°-
AH/Y +°A CE) in interpreting the legal verses of the Qur'an (Ayat al-Ahkam)
through his exegetical work Al-Nukat wa al- ‘Uyan. It focuses on three
representative case studies from his commentary: the verses, “And those
who do not kill the soul which Allah has forbidden except by right, nor
commit unlawful sexual intercourse (Qur'an Ye:1A), “And his weaning is
in two years” (Qur'an Y):)¢), and “His wives are their mothers™ (Qur'an
Y¥:1). The study adopts a comparative approach by examining al-Maward1’s
interpretations alongside the discussions found in works of Qur'anic
exegesis, legal exegesis (Ayat al-Ahkam), Islamic jurisprudence, hadith, the
literature on abrogation (al-nasikh wa al-manstkh), and the occasions of
revelation (asbab al-nuzal). The aim is to highlight his methodology in
presenting, analyzing, and comparing juristic opinions, while demonstrating
the distinctive features of his approach, including its systematic
organization, precision, concise style, and extensive familiarity with the
views of Muslim scholars. The study addresses three principal topics. The
first concerns the prohibition of unlawful killing and adultery, together with
the related rulings on sodomy, bestiality, and the occasions of revelation
associated with these verses. The second examines the legal rulings
concerning breastfeeding and weaning, the duration of breastfeeding that
establishes the legal prohibition of marriage through kinship, and the juristic
opinions on this issue. The third discusses the rulings concerning the
Mothers of the Believers, including the prohibition of marrying the
Prophet’s wives, the rulings regarding seeing them, the legal status of
women divorced by the Prophet & during his lifetime, whether the title
"Mothers of the Believers" applies to believing men alone or to both men
and women, and the abrogation of inheritance based on migration,
brotherhood, and alliance. The study reaches several conclusions. Among
the most significant is that al-Mawardi devoted considerable attention to
compiling both juristic and transmitted opinions, arranging them in a precise
and systematic manner, and attributing them to their respective authorities in
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most cases. His methodology is characterized by presenting the various
opinions without excessive preference for one view over another or
prolonged juristic debate, while drawing extensively upon the statements of
the Companions, the Successors, and the leading jurists of the legal schools,
and relating juristic issues directly to the indications of the Qur'anic verses.
The study also demonstrates al-Mawardi’s careful collection of reports
concerning the occasions of revelation and the doctrine of abrogation, and
his effective use of these materials in interpreting the legal verses, while
comparing them with the views of other exegetes and jurists. This highlights
the scholarly value of his exegesis and its significant contribution to the
field of legal interpretation of the Qur'an.

Keywords: al-Mawardi; Al-Nukat wa al-Uyun; Qur'anic Exegesis; Juristic
Opinions; Non-Preference (Tarjih); Juristic Reasoning.
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