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Abstract:

Imam al-1ji’s Approach to Balancing Evidence in Tafsir
Compilation and Analysis

This research examines the aspects of preponderance (wujah al-
tarjih) as employed by Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Iji (9 +° AH) in
his work Jami‘ al-Bayan fi Tafsir al-Qur’an, through a process of collection
and analytical study. The research aims to uncover his methodology in
weighing the opinions of exegetes, and to elucidate the scholarly
foundations upon which his selections were based. The study proceeds from
a systematic induction of instances of preponderance throughout the work,
tracing the various formulas of preponderance employed, analyzing his
transmitted and rational evidences, and situating them within the established
principles of Qur’anic exegesis recognized among the scholars of tafsir. The
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research adopts an inductive approach in the collection of instances of
preponderance, an analytical approach in examining his methods of
selection and his methodology of preponderance, and a critical approach in
evaluating his preponderant judgments and assessing their consistency with
the authoritative principles of exegetical scholarship. The study reveals the
vast erudition of Imam al-Ij—may God have mercy upon him—uwhich
enabled him to weigh competing opinions and refute others with remarkable
precision and meticulous care. Imam al-Iji characteristically presented the
diverse exegetical opinions alongside their respective evidences in a concise
manner, before proceeding to establish preponderance among them and
stating the grounds thereof with equal concision. Furthermore, the study
discloses al-Iji's commitment to independent juridical reasoning (ijtihad), as
he did not follow any authority in his preponderant judgments, even when
such judgments diverged from the position of the majority of exegetes or the
opinions of the early authorities (al-salaf); rather, he was a scholar of
independent reasoning who relied upon evidential proof, reflective analysis,
and considered opinion. The research ultimately concludes that al-Iji's
preponderant judgments constitute a significant scholarly contribution to the
principles of preponderance in Qur’anic exegesis, and demonstrate a
remarkable capacity in the application of the aspects of preponderance
among competing opinions, while acknowledging the need for further
theoretical systematization in certain areas of his application.

Keywords: Aspects of Preponderance- al-Iji- Jami® al-Bayan-
Methodologies of the Exegetes.
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